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Gender Code, Representation
of Heterogeneity
—The Intertextuality of Pai Hsien-yung’s

novels and film adaptations

Huang Yi-Kuan
Assistant Professor, Department of Chinese literature,

National Changhua University of Education

Abstract

There are four films, The Last Night of Madame Chin, Madam Yu-Ching,
Loves Lone Flower, and The Crystal boys adapted from the novels of Pai
Hsien-yung in 1980s. Owing to the high reputations of the novels as well as of
film directors, prestigious for its social concern of the minority groups, the four
films, including its production and casting, and the representation of homosexuality
have gained intense attention. The numerous lectures and newspaper reports and
interviews all become part of the “Literature and Film” phenomena in 1980s. By
comparing and contrasting the four films and Pai Hsien-yung’s novels, this thesis
explores how the concept of gender and homosexuality are reconfigured and

represented in the mass media.

Key Words: Pai Hsien-yung, novel, Taiwan movie, intertextuality, gender study
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? Alezandre Astruc(1948)” The birth of a new avant-garde: la camera-stylo”, Peter Graham
(ed.) , The New Wave, London:Secker and Warburg, 1969, pp.17-23.
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Feminist Film Criticism. Bloomington and Indianapolis: Indiana University Press, pp.29-31.
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2 Laura Mulvey, ”Visual Pleasure and Narrative Cinema” Screenl6, No.3,1975,p.231.
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