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The Literature that Oscillates between
Nation and Market:
On Literary Culture in Taiwan:
From Martial Law to Market Law

—A Sinophone Perspective

Chih-wei Chung
Project Assistant Professor,
Department of Chinese Literature,

Fujen Catholic University

Abstract

Literary Culture in Taiwan: From Martial Law to Market Law, released by Sung-
sheng Yonne Chang in 2004, is one of the most significant monographs in the field of
Taiwan literature in the North American academia. The book’s complete traditional
Chinese translation was not unveiled until 2022, whereas its core conceptions, such as
literary field together with aesthetic position, have been disseminated in Taiwan since
its publication, thereby engaging in the methodological debates in the local academic
sphere. In other words, a review on this book will entail a reflection on Taiwan literary
studies; in the sense, this paper seeks to trace the genealogy revealed by the

transpacific articulations. Our investigation into Literary Culture in Taiwan will be
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twofold: on the one hand, for critics has experimented with new comparative
methodologies on reorienting and representing Taiwan, we are going to examine the
rising (or renewed) geopolitical frameworks, Sinophone studies in particular. In this
vein of comparing Taiwan, this paper aims to disclose the pioneer status brought about
by Literary Culture in Taiwan. On the other hand, the focus will be transferred to the
sociology of literature, which is Chang’s main methodological argumentation, and the
discussion will be concentrated on figuring out how Pierre Bourdieu describes the
intertwined interactions among the politics, the economics, and the literary activities;
returning to Bourdieu is a key step to not only underline the insights but also unravel
the blindness of the book Literary Culture in Taiwan. Finally, inspired by Chang’s
discourse, this paper will also manifest the configuration and conspiracy caused by
neoliberalism and neoconservatism against the backdrop of contemporary cultural

scenc.

Key words: Sung-sheng Yonne Chang, Literary Culture in Taiwan, Pierre Bourdieu,

literary field, Sinophone studies
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Chang, Sung-Sheng Yvonne, Modernism and the Nativist Resistance: Contemporary Chinese

Fiction from Taiwan (Durham: Duke University Press, 1993). st Z 6 P A RA T » (LA

CEREH BB RIR) (S BE 2015 F) i F % - xF () Xt
ﬁﬁvﬁ e EFFLE (AREABEO-ANOFKEEIR) AR



68 (&HXFEER) Fwt =M

TEZAE AL S 5 A S R ARG HERGRE - SRRk {b Bl S5 o 3 Jre Ay A sth B
IR T 1 T 2 RO N PR A W R 1 W 5 B B LAY O - R A B T i sl B R T
PG Tk - DU RAAE SO () RERNBGAE R - MmEfiteEaE S 7
ForT PNy g Ba 8 SIS/ A SO B AR E [ A A AE AR i - PLILAEAE B
TIN5 A EE S R S AR Ry — T R R R AR U PSR A (A I SCE e & S FH Y
&5y ) K58 - g2 KR ER TGS

(ER SRR ) AE 2015 4R350 b rRBRIVL AR AR I RURE 1T 7 R p A -
o I e SRR P AL R B S5 TameRi 2k - (ERE S e S e B R
Al o AE 2 SRS ER A BE ) RO TE I ] R R A R L B B LA IE B
RRIME - REERIGEMS (BEL) PR (WHE L) GG E SRR
55 77 B 17 AT e L 8 A e 8 30 it D P SRS R I R A M B L (%
Realig "5k (field) BUSRVEE - BEPES ABRERGE R AR E
fige > TR L R SR AL T HERE 2R R S R D RSO A EE I M s 5 s 38 1
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e ) Hma TRy EF TR (2B XRAEE) A 147 150) L3 LiRF -

S ORMEMEGEER —AKREFTINHE > WEEOPFE (AT XFEEE) Hm
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22 Chang, Sung-Sheng Yvonne, Modernism and the Nativist Resistance: Contemporary Chinese
Fiction from Taiwan (Durham: Duke University Press, 1993), p. 2.

BB XA A 81050 -

B A i L& R ey A 4 The Rules of Art % & #k 4% i 3t — #if 35 ° 7T 4 % Bourdieu,
Pierre, Susan Emanuel trans., The Rules of Art: Genesis and Structure of the Literary Field
(Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1992), p. 13, 57, 67 % - vAF 5| J 4% £ 32 W AZ 35 i %
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The Rules of Art, p. 124.

8 The Rules of Art, pp. 121-125; & ¥ #ri bt L2 ¢ 24 > BFwask  (FHEi
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CGRER E—/INETRYETRR ) s SBE I - SRAHEE AT A VU SE 2 B A0 ] DI E 2
SR VD I — T R - SRR RE (T S e R (S A RE) B
R ) - 38 B2 EUFEET » T2 {E3%E (Peter Uwe Hohendahl ) SE57 B2 2 5%
M (hegemony ) » N a5 R S5 (national literature ) A[Al i & kAU BFF 52> -
B (M SCRAER) AERIFIEA TR RARER - EEEEE L B
( Antonio Gramsci) LI jAEE$% (Michel de Certeau ) —|JRERFEFFHENY R FI HE »
Fo RS DUFH AT IE HEAE (Y BRERE - Aol - SRR ELEE - A H B SR o e 2L
TR + JE T8 R 30 B AT Ze B BOG 7 BRI SCER SR A B FERE I B AR v 2 Sif FLIEE
TR AR B R A A 2

AT R AR B iR A R (Gustave Flaubert, 1821-1880) (1F K H )
(L'Education sentimentale, 1869 ) Y53 H7 2 [# 8% SCER B I AU BE 2 RE » B RS L
T SCER S B i LA A B R B 0 BUG B B B B —RE B KIRE DL
TCRBEBEZRN) ik @22/ ) (social space (national) ) FYAYFEE (F 288 © — T3 »
TEAEFELLR (TERRECE ) R A AR SO B i 2 % B A0 1 52 Ml 853k h
AF AL HREEMCEE S U710 iR FE B I NG TR R B9 SO - R
I PAEAT R RIS 1 — i » Y92 BN B il & 22 R Ty — M 84 -
et & 22~ SR B AR PO AR 2B T RS M A B 4R o (structural

U (EH KAL) R’ 6061 ¢

P OEMBRBEE X EHBUERE L (2H X EAR) B 63-77 -

B EMKEBEARE) HT 16

3% Gramsci, Antonio, Quintin Hoare and Geoffrey Nowell Smith ed.& trans., Selections from the
Prison Notebooks, (New York: International Publishers, 1971); de Certeau, Michel, Steven
Rendall trans., The Practice of Everyday Life (Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of
California Press, 1984).
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The Rules of Art, p. 124.
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30 B A% B % & AT Mk T 35 45 R R Sy R R R B 0 R The Rules of Arts, p. 88.

37 R, The Rules of Art, p. 124. Z R ARKE & -
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40 The Rules of Art, pp. 114-117.
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A ReyHE - T%%f The Rules of Art, pp. 215-223.
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( Gramsci, Antonio, Quintln Hoare and Geoffrey Nowell Smith ed.& trans., Selections from the
Prison Notebooks, (New York: International Publishers, 1971), pp. 55-90, 245-246.) ; 3t 4h 78 %
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48 Harvey, David, 4 Brief History of Neoliberalism (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2007), pp.
64-86.

49 Chen, Chun-yen, “Against the Lure of Immediacy: W. G. Sebald and Tom McCarthy”, Wenshan
Review of Literature and Culture, vol. 14. no. 2 (2021), pp. 275-303.
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