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When the East Encounters the Orient:
Desert Romance

and Its Transcultural Imagination

Lin, Fang-mei
Professor,
Department of Taiwan Culture, Languages and Literature,

National Taiwan Normal University

Abstract

This study intends to examine and explore “Desert romance” published in
Taiwan since 2000. As a sub-genre of English romance, desert romance is also
called “Sheik romance.” The storyline begins with a white girl who travels to a
Middle-East desert, is abducted by an Arab sheik, and the two of them fall in love. I
aim to explore in what ways desert romance reproduces and in the meantime
transforms Orientalism as defined by Said. Desert romance in Taiwan figures a
Taiwan girl as the heroine, and keeps the major narrative elements intact, such as
abduction, the sheik, violence, harem, sexual seduction, the eroticized imagination
about the Middle-East, and the low status of women in Arab society. Said argues
that Orientalism is developed by the West as a discursive formation in order to
define the self of the West and to control the Orient. This research continues the
critique of Orientalism on the one hand, and on the other hand discusses in what

ways desert romance produced and consumed by women repeats and subverts the
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negative stereotype of the Middle-East. As part of East Asia, how Taiwan defines
herself in contrast to the West and the Middle-East? Through the perspective of
transcultural flow, I intend to reconfigure the triangle relationship between the West,
the Self as the East (Taiwan), and the Other as the Orient (the Islamic Arabs).
Finally, by using the perspective of cultural translation, I want to examine how
Taiwan romance appropriates and transforms romance translated from the West,

mainly England.

Key words: Orientalism, Desert Romance, Sheik Romance, transcultural flow,

cultural translation



% % 7 (the East) ¥ R, % % (the Orient) : WE B 2 ¥ R A B LAE 43

2115 (the East)
B E 5 (the Orient) ¢

WREEEREBEXLIRE

—  MRAEREEETE : BEELUHERE RS EE
e ERERIR1L

H /e 5 (Janice Radway ) A 1984 4EHi B Reading the Romance' —2&
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BHIE E 30~ BUE R SRR B B R M S X HAE X 0 AR EAR R -
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Radway, Janice, Reading the Romance (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press,
1984).
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® Hull, Edith Maude, The Sheik, (London: E. Nash & Grayson, 1919).



% % 7 (the East) ¥ R, % 7 (the Orient) : #WE B 2 ¥ R B ILE 45

RS SR T - SEWRR R R T A R O A - R BN A
T o DU T B A L B VD L o 5 R I M S UG BT RS~ DL
ARG ST Ay BN EE 5 S ~ R o TE R A S AL g
EE R AOFERBIGA RS - B RS o B R E L
BRI - 08 AR P B IS AR e > R 2 S T R B S B T AR D 5 Bk
ANOERGEBR MG UERE RS HOTERES L AR S RER R
B EBRNBIETET T HORNRERENE 1 ARSI E R
R AR B B T SRR F VS AR R - T A AR R R - i
A B B LT S M R ALY TP e s, o W
REGER ST AT RS LWETN - BT HRMEES L CERESL) |
5 1A AL AH BLR A » A3 SO AT S B B 5 8/ B A R e AR N Ry (R
BEED) (FEH Retiety - REEp)  (RsthigRs) (FEH R - M EHm@) P
(W) (EHRHEE - BERE) " D E=AMENRTRERR
1983-1984 4 o ZAGEALAIE/ NG : (RELRE) ©  (REFL) ' (fF
FH R REH] ) DUk (R BRaAEZE) (fEE R 1) 7> ZARE IR 2009-2011
S o PLBR R PSS B M 5 I 4 AR e A S S R T F A

Teo, Hsu-Ming, Desert Passions: Orientalism and Romance Novels (Austin, Texas: University

of Texas Press, 2012).
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" ®ERS £FH L4 (WRN: Western Romance Novel Study Group) s ( 2k i& : http://www.
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1983 4 ) -

BORREN (RBLME) (S B (F7A ) 2011 £) -

' B2 10 -

Yk (RbraaeE) (& LB AL (FFA ) 2009 F) -



46 (EHXPLEM) F=t <

BRSNS o FEFHRIGE AR EESVFERAT « ZHLUTE DRSS (¥
) RSl —an s LA S ity 3 — I =FFETG - HEDREE
S UL RIRY 22 BB RER - SEHAE D — R S PIRA 2 R - 1T U A SR
PR TR,
1919 FHRERR/NS (R) > FHoRALAS EAHERAANZMH LA
A TS B A B P IR - BRREDERES L - BEANEREA - 8
T PR ACH B S B REBI AT 4 55 F AR B 2 Bk B (R e i Ry I R AY B 2T
F o ASGERGE —AMFE R = ARGEOR - “HRA N EERG - (—)
BT AR5 AR B R S E S R ( DB AR E TR EERRK (=)
HEAHREAE ~ 27 ~ [HOPRERTEE » () #BA R ALt & £
M ARVR IR ETERGT - B H (ER) —ENEHTZRE I EAE 2 0
Wy TR - ERERE S LB AR R flANS £ R - B MR
TR /A~ ZEARE R - ASCEE " AR > WEHBREHEH
o am AU S FURER o IR AN - AR SOREEDIBE IR RT3 0T
BITHIFRS] 5 HRFTRET S 1D BERE S sl JOA AU Ay 8 LB 5 SUR A - LRI T RESS
B SORE RE ~ R AT EFRAVIE -
SR ANOF LS EMFEDBERES I - AL IEs R ) A
BN o BCERRER 0 i BB R A 5 - A E AP T H AR E L - /N
B —JT AP U7 A B 2 - A i LA g8 B B B g e - R] iR S ATE
FoRe iR /N ~ R E W " RO J - S5 > G/ N R KRB TP 5 E
BT EREE  HERE () BRI - FEREM -~ RERL
W ACHER T B WP R AR 2 ~ THIRS ~ BED B LR G ARER ~ MK - G

OB XX MERS Y MOE B Y MM E 20 55 ARSI EN—KBRE B
ABBEMER TR EFEZLARARS BERR - wREBME ARG E
SBARXRXELFRI L BREZRARANRE - FF - BLARAEMRO0 3 KEF
¥ > dEdgR# (Harlequin) HARAEHRAE - B el - FEBHEM 700 3 RESE - T
RARXBEZ LY LHKE o ARFHEMS AMES » LA HRA 50 5 AMES ©

P EES - Kwxs (MAMRFEA K- AHIHRFREUERE) T F - EX
I S ARG BB R L ek (B 6% R 6 W U IF AT £ 0 2014 6
A 2728 B) @BRAAFERBRPAERFR Y 0 (RATXXELR) 13451
(2015 4 F5%) B3y (BREEAZ) -



% % 7 (the East) ¥ R, % % (the Orient) : WE B 2 ¢ R AL 47

WHERE ~ MELSR ~ o B R P AR R AR SR o BRSBTS EY TR AT B
s P R0 2 REARYS - B ARy 1 IR T i A A H TR - RS
BPCRE LG o T A E EGE ok 2k 5 S B B S —— AR R I
R WELEEREER BT AL T HANAE - DEMRBILRME L - F
R - o 1 PO R I B IR P R SRS B —— S T 2 3B IR B - FE B 5T 4TS
I H AL RS E - ABREZ A TR E NS - ER
THRAN (BEA) FRTGTES > REGE T HERTGE ) 2 & IS EE R
T ERESAE - RFALARE R A Rt E 5 ®RE AT T AR
G E&EWEL - HEEHE P T AR Tt E e R - — R B —RE e
THERETREAFALE AHRREEIRGR ? L TS HGEA - A ET R
T HRBAEE T < Pl Rz A AT R H GRS - SERRAYTERIER 1y B SERE
AN B EA EMEREEAREN: ? O aW G E AT A - EETE
ok R C0 B R A SR BG 2 FERIBR S8 e R /T - S35 Sl 5 2 fE K
By "M ) PLRES R E R - WIERFERE - L EAZEETH
A BELERMSREEA - R - SCERTURE T BUGEER - GEFx
AT DUERR YR - IR BURETBOE A SUERRE ] - AR/ N2 L A2 IR R
FEZCA » R SRR AN L T i it

BRI I SO B AR 1Rt GEERBSUERASEN
— 3 A FR P T A BT 38 B A A P AR R I S —— BRIR S B 4 1T S S i
e 5 R > M HLIYRPY 5 G r L M R EE R R E AEPRE -
Jilt - BEFR X LAAERFE L LA T BEA L a2 REE
G BRI A 72 5 o SRR USRI M St R B A 2 P R 2 S B
e ? @R R RAR - H—Er e AL 22 TR, k2
Bz (ARG 7 S B - PYOTRIMAE B LA M o AR NP TR G
AP IEFE S L > oA TER ) TRHRAAS LML - S8 X5 EATE

20 Burton, Antoinette M., Burden of History: British Feminists, Indian Women and Imperial
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2% Lin, Fang-Mei, “Desert Romance in Taiwan: From Violence to Gender (In)equality,” The 5™
International Conference of Popular Romance Studies: Rethinking Love, Rereading the
Romance (Organized by the International Association for the Study of Popular Romance.
Venue: Thessaloniki, Greece. June 19-21, 2014).
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