(BBX22HE) £ —+—H
2012 4 12 H 65-94

BEHETW S EwL AL R EZEPE
— L (RERE XA
BONREEZEE) 2B

PXEE

ARSCLND G/ N T AR B LR (TEBAREIR ) (1968) FiT /NI fff
BRI ) (1993) FybfFFesOAR - AR SRR il 3 i g v iy B ek e L 55 ) = e T
TR 2 & SRR B S R SRR SRR B 1 - DFZEHR e 53 B L A R il L ie ey 28
B (s A] RSB BN AP S - BRI T A MR AT IS BLE e - RS
R EHE  S9ERGHET B - DU TS RAESORZ IR S e E R A B
SUI3E W A A A0 /NS B S AR S+ W ] G W X B T A ) o i 1 ok B R 2
it o Hor > (IESR A EIR ) 55 5 Ak B G ] Bl f SR O —E B P IR 5 > DR (/)
B E R ) D A E A S RIS B - DU RS B S
TTE I8 S e S LR B LRI 5T - B DA NI T T DL B e T B et 5 S
Wl LRSI - R L TR REE R LR -

RISET SRR IBEIEEE  BONE  OER

201249 A 15 B &4 ;20124 11 A 12 & 5@ ; 2012 4 12 A 3 B&TR&EH -



66 (&HIBEER) F=t M

Imagining the Body and Constructing
the Masculine Subject in the War Narratives

of Cong Hei Ye Dao Tian Ming

and Xiao Ying Xiong Yu Lao You Chai

Wu, Mei-Ying
Associate Professor,
The Department of Taiwanese Literature,

National Cheng Kung University

Abstract

Drawing on Judith Butler’s body theory and R. W. Connell’s theory on men’s
bodies, among others, this paper aims to explore the complex and dynamic discourse
and representation of body images, as well as the construction of the masculine subject,
in the war narratives of Cong Hei Ye Dao Tian Ming (From Darkness to Dawn, 1968)
and Xiao Ying Xiong Yu Lao You Chai (The Little Hero and The Old Mailman, 1993).
It is argued that the masculine subject constructed and/or negotiated in and through
the textual discourse, in particular, in the representations of various body images, in
the two paradigmic texts of the war narratives for young readers is replete with multiple
significations and sometimes contradictory and/or ambivalent implications. To be
more specific, the masculine subject constructed in the juvenile fiction of war is not

to be taken as unitary, static, and in a state of naturalness and obviousness, but possibly
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dubious, ambiguous, contradictory and multi-faceted. For instance, the boy protagonist
in Cong Hei Ye Dao Tian Ming is framed in a double image of toughness and tenderness;
whereas, the boy protagonist in Xiao Ying Xiong Yu Lao You Chai is one oscillating
from the image of a wild, naughty, and delinquent boy to a model hero worthy of
respect and praise. Another example is the substantial contrast between the masculine
body in valiant action and the demised, deformed, disabled, and thus alienated male
bodies. In a word, the mobility and the complexity of gender significations of the
masculine subject are operative and significantly constructed in and through the body

discourse of the war narratives for the young.

Key words: Body discourse, the Masculine subject, War narrative, Juvenile fiction
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27 Paul Higate and John Hopton, “War, Militarism, and Masculinities. In M. S. Kimmel, J. Hearn,
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Indiana University Press, 1993) » p.15 -
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