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Modernism in “Taipei jen” and the fiction

of Pai Hsien-yung

Nihon University Yamaguchi Mamoru
Department of Chinese Language and Culture

College of Humanities and Sciences

Abstract

Modernism in the Taiwanese literature of the 1960s might be characterized by
its orientation toward an acquisition of its subjectivity of writing, which properly
could be considered experimental to achieve modernity rather than a movement for
a new style or a new concept of a literature. With a foundation on their identity
crises, young writers like Pai Hsien-yung and his coterie made zealous efforts to
practice a modern interpretation of Chinese classics and use Western literature as an
example of imagining modernity under the censorship imposed by the Nationalist
party, which essentially blocked the progress of both the May Fourth literary
tradition and that of nativist Taiwanese literature carried out under Japanese rule
before 1945. Modernism in Taiwan literature can be considered a form of discourse
that, while undertaken during specific set of social and historical circumstances,
imagined and created literary modernity in Taiwan during the post war years. As a
representative writer of this movement, Pai Hsien-yung particularly reveals his own
modernity in Taipei People, which is set in against the contemporary era in which the

stories were written, multi-layering a space, a time, and a culture, his technique
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reverberates a melodious nostalgia that produces an aesthetic of loss and depravity,
providing a literary elegy to the people who rot away, singing a paean to inspire
people who live on. It pays true homage to the people who lived in Taiwan after the
war, by means of a sincere and earnest reimagination of 1960s modernism written

against the weight of history and in the shadow of an identity in crisis.

Key words: Pai Hsien-yung, modernism, subjectivity, nativism, May Fourth

literature



BhRBINRPORARELR— (HA) heEltEmE 5

FER/DESPIBLR 3k

— (BILA) HUECISEREIRL

— BREHERER

FERBE AR IE TSR T - B4k T G, R ErE T G
REEBOHE - AE— WY 1 A Fe w8 < 1 — B S R SRR G 1 59
Sl AE SR VY 5 4 A% Jg N I BBk & o (R PSS R 18 I O SR B 2R 3 1
R EAAAT o Rl R A OFEMN » S F A EE P BE —
M o 2 E — TR EE R TR = AL ~ Sk & il Bia 8 F i w
ZUNAFAC > SRR S - A E M N TFRIRTES T R ROCCE: , $oUE
LA EIIRFAC o SR I SRR AG I H 3B IRF 0] 5 8 B RO PRI R R S ~ 22 st B
AAREAMER L EWSME AMER - FE EHEIER AR Cayin 289 5 #45
BANZ—0r1 > — iR (exile) ME  fE7FRABRAE Gy B AREE —22H
TR ERAE - IEIETARKE THYERE — R A HaE - MR Rt
[ RAE T E A AT RE IR IR L H CRIT R T 00 ) RS - MR H O
5] 5 — H S5 008 e E e R By UK R Z [T - FEBUAE I LR
B HARAIE R SCIAER NGE—178 » EARLUER —HEREGE T RCE
BV BIME - B4 5 EHER 1 il KO A 5 18 SRR B — AV SR -
—EE Ry AE A RS N OF AL EDRE T - T A S SR E B )2 A 1
RS L OF ARSI B SR SRR 5 - T S s B HEE BUR Y BUG
VI PFEHE SCR N BUATE ) -

TORAXRMES (GA) BEA (RFT BEFSE 0 2008 ) mH e (i) B e
' Sung—sheng Yvonne Chang, “ The Rise of the Modernist Trend,” in Modernism and Nativist



6 (&HEXLER) F ol

S5 A IRENSOERIGE - Bun IR i B REIGAE R H A
B E Fe A ianI i Rt i B U R R R BT R AR L - R Bl T E
ER EE R - 2R KR e Erns i i A - i R R AR
(R o 2 H3E — e R — R ATE I R ACHZR T AT © AN A ke i AR 5h
AAL A HEGEEE ARG AE A B RARRERR St & &
SWHBE 5 KEERE &R AR A E - B R Z EAER AR —
AP SR ECHE H AR - o (R 2R R R 5 ik & rh Ay A B R Al A B 3
K o B—RIME ARKIGHER LSRRI BIREERIECIE - 1 — R4S AR
ABEHEG HAH KRR SR A EC IR - AR MEPE B LA B ik S ik & 4 -
HIFAER AE - AR Pt r] RE S S U SRR R RERYRC IR - B LlF T
Al FRIRCIR - B LR R T R ERRRCIRINE - AE 2 AE A - 2R
HAEENIG L N R AR SRR B R LA B - HIZEE AR
i~ E B E R ARG IR TN A ATEE - K MEZIME A - BRARAEEE
e P BORRE I AR T R 5 18 - A A SR REEC IR I T HE 2 IRF B Al e Oy e
Se ANtk A AR AMSCGEIME A - BRI E - £ RS ASOFEA
BAPRSECIEAHLE - T H R BN GE & TR R A 2 ) B HEE
THEHARGZ - HeBEEREHN (BEASCE) 8Tk E CMrEmiR oy - " 3
J15¢4 (Erik Erikson) Fraffy " EEEEH 5 (identity crisis) HAMHRREZAHE B E
() % o I - TE RO B & — D RO RBIR ERVE R — 1R HiE
oA e B H 2t 1T S SR R B AR R - AR AERR R AT EL 8L ~ AU B (5E
BREY JCam TR EREk H 3K - TR AE H R & o A B RO R - 1
MEERBEAALERE - B ELEE CHEREEE " BATIEGNE 58 S8 ey
RS o RSSO LE R+ T o RO T EATE B S R EH R
Ll (AR ) RyfuoryiRRE -

Resistance: Contemporary Chinese Fiction from Taiwan, Durham & London: Duke University
Press, 1993, p.23
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!> Jean-Francois Lyotard: “A Postmodern Fable,” p.96
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